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In 1397, a bill was introduced in the House of Commons
containing one clause which particularly angered the
king. It attacked the extravaganc^Qf^thgjcourt, assert-
ing that many bishops, lords, and ladies were living there
at the king's expense. Richard felt that this was in special
derogation of his prerogative and demanded the name of
the man responsible for this clause. Acting for the Com-
mons, the Speaker gave the name of Thomas Haxey.
It has been assumed that Haxey was a clerical proctor,
attending even at that late date under the pr&munientes
clause.1 But there is no absolute proof that he was a
member of Parliament. His bringing in a bill does not
prove it. However that may be, the king and Lords im-
mediately enacted an ordinance making it treason to

and under this e^P^j2^2H^ Haxey was, two days after,
condemned to 3ea/EE7jPerhaps the king had no real in-
tention to execute him; at any rate, the archbishop
claimed benefit of clergy for him and the claim was al-
lowed by the king. Three months later, he was released.
But the first Parliament of Henry IV., assembled in the
Fall of 1399, was not satisfied to let the matter rest in
this condition. They claimed that "the said Thomas
was adjudged a traitor, and forfeited all that he had, con-
trary to the right and custom which had been used before
in Parliament, in destruction of the customs of the com-
mons." And they asked the king
to amend that judgment and make it void as erroneous; and
to reinstate the said Thomas fully in his rank, estate, goods,
etc. ... as well in fulfillment of the right as for the sav-
ing of the liberties of the said commons. 2
1 See above, pp. 373, 379. The Commons assumed at this time a humble
attitude and raised no claim of privilege. Possibly, as a clerical proctor,
they did not regard Haxey as a member of their House and possibly he
was not; but there is no doubt that they were intimidated by king
and Lords, for they acknowledged an impropriety in entertaining the
bill.
3 A. and S., document 105.